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President’ s Thoug hts

Well it was some winter!! Those of us that stayed in the northeast
saw a real "old fashioned winter" so no old timers need tell us what

it "use to be like". We lived it!! A lot of hoopla was made about Caribou
breaking snowfall records… but I remember channel 13's Andover
weather observer recording over 200 inches when Caribou was at 170
inches!!! I say we have bragging rights even if not official!!

Now that plows, shovels, scoops and snowmobiles are in storage we
can think ahead to summer at Worthley. In this issue we have our list of
planned events and hope all will join in. Read about them and enjoy your
summer at Worthley!!

Our Association Store is restocked and will open on June 28th for the
season. Many new items are ready to be purchased for presents or your
own use.

Our annual meeting is scheduled for July 12th at Rockemeka Hall in
Peru Center. We need your participation as we do our "business".

We are still trying to get the town officials to bring its Shoreland Zoning
closer to what the state requires and not make it more restrictive. We
zeroed on three proposed changes but only managed to get one
changed. We will discuss at our annual meeting and try to reach some
consensus on what to do next.

A new bulletin board, purchased by the association, is installed at spring
and notices will be posted as things happen. This is for use by the asso-
ciation and town.

Dues for calendar year 2008 are due. Paid members to date are listed
in this newsletter. If you have paid and we left you off the list, please let
us know. 

Again we ask for anyone to have newsletter if possible sent by e-mail.
This saves on postage and you get it quicker and in color!! We also do
periodic updates when needed. Send us your e-mail address if you
haven’t already.  

If you have not had the opportunity to view the revamped web page
photo gallery done this winter by Pam Wintle, our webmaster, please do!
It is a real masterpiece! Pam is the key to our communication tools; web
page and formatting newsletter. She is a true unsung heroine!

If you have questions or comments you can e-mail me at 
wpa@worthleypond.org or call 562-4611.

Lastly, I would like to thank all the officers who I have enjoyed serving
with these past two years! Also all the volunteers who work at store, on
the CBI inspections, and the Golf Outing and whatever!! You made this
a fun time!

I look forward to continue working on Association activities.

-Dave

W o r t h l e y  P o n d
A s s o c i a t i o n
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2008 ASSOCIATION CALENDAR

June 28th WELCOME BACK SOCIAL
July 12th ANNUAL MEETING 
July 25-27 CHRISTMAS IN JULY
July 26 AROUND THE POND YARD SALE
August 9   ICE CREAM ASOCIAL
August 16 GOLF OUTING  

Photo submitted by
Kathleen Briggs.



WORTHLEY POND ICE OUT HISTORY

Here is a list of dates when the ice has gone out from Worthley Pond. Reggie Wing obtained records from store in 1995 when
he bought his place and since then has updated from his own observations each year. Ice out is when the whole pond is free of
ice. Usually the inlet next to Honey Run Campground is the last to go out. Thanks to Reggie for this information.

April 20, 1955 April 26, 1966 April 20 , 1977 April 27, 1989 April 9, 2000

May 3, 1956 April 28, 1967 April 22, 1978  April 23, 1990 May 1,  2001

April 21, 1957 April 15, 1968 April 26, 1979 April 20, 1991 April 12, 2002

April 21, 1958 May 2, 1969 April 19, 1980 April 26, 1992 April 24, 2003  

April 24, 1959 May 4, 1970 April 4, 1981 April 25, 1993 April 20, 2004

April 3, 1960 May 5, 1971 April 22, 1982 April 28, 1994 April 21, 2005

May  2 ,1961 May 7, 1972 April 23, 1984 April 19, 1995 April 3, 2006

April 24, 1962 April 23, 1973 April17, 1985 April 22, 1996 April 29, 2007

April 22, 1963 April 25, 1974 April 15, 1986 April 27, 1997 April 25, 2008

April 27, 1964 May  5 , 1975 April 12, 1987 April 13, 1998

April 29, 1965 April 19, 1976 April 14, 1988 April 12, 1999

As everyone should remember no work
will be done to repair/upgrade East Shore
Road because the town committed road
improvement money for the next few
years until the $400,000 bond the town
voted last year to rebuild East Shore
Road and several other roads in town is
paid off.

This winter in the debate on whether to
have Road Commissioner appointed
or voted by the residents, it was point-
ed out by the current Selectmen's
Board having the Road Commissioner
appointed and reporting to the Board
of Selectmen would allow for supervi-
sion of his work. As an elected official
he is only responsible to voters and not
the Selectmen.

An example of past practice that has
come back to bite Peru taxpayers fol-
lows: Repeatedly the last few last
years the previous Road
Commissioner was asked to submit a
report to the town office on work the town
road crew was doing and had done so it
could be documented. He refused to do
this and since he was elected the
Selectmen had no right to insist road

maintenance and repair be documented.

Corey Jacques elected as a Selectman
last summer and familiar with applying for
government grants as part of his current
job, took it upon himself to find a govern-
ment grant to help with the high cost of
rebuilding East Shore Road. He was suc-
cessful in finding a federal environmental

program to help repair roads in shoreland
zones. It gives out grants up to $250,000
for engineering such roads as East Shore
Road which are an environmental night-
mare. The town would have to do a 10%
match. This road is our biggest contribu-

tor of phosphorus. This leads to algae
blooming of water bodies such as
Worthley Pond. Additionally this same
federal program gives grants up to $2
million dollars to rebuild such roads. 

When Jacques went to the town to get
records of past maintenance work on
town records he found none. The grant

application requests this information so
the writing of the grant proposal was
"dead in the water" before he could
start it.

The good news is that town road fore-
man (Rick Vaughn) has been submit-
ting regular reports to Kathy Hussey at
the town office and she now has a
spreadsheet set up which is regularly
updated.

Hopefully by the time the current bond
is paid off and if such a federal program
still exists, the town can apply for engi-

neering and reconstruction of East Shore
Road. Thanks for your effort Corey
Jacques!

SAGA OF EAST SHORE ROAD



EDITOR'S NOTE: Article appeared in Newspaper in early win-
ter 2007-2008. Explains where our loons spend the winter.

If you're a bird that floats on the water waiting to
plunge down and swim after tasty little fishes (tasty to a loon at
least), then a frigid lake covered by three feet of blue ice isn't
your idea of a dreamy place to spend the winter.  So, it's only
common sense that the summer icons of our lakes are not
found on lakes as winter takes hold. Obviously, not unlike war-
blers and certain other birds, they must migrate. 

However, before you picture loons passing the winter
months lounging in the tropics with our summer songbirds, you
might want to think about a closer-by resource full of water and
fish.  The same loons you might see on the open waters of
Echo Lake, Maranacook, North Pond, or any
other lake are likely to be found along the our
coast this winter.  Just this morning, while
driving across the river in Damariscotta, my
co-worker Phil and I saw 4 wintering loons. 

Late every fall, loons change their
plumage (feathers) and take up residence
alongside bell buoys and lobster boats. The
birds lose their striking black and white pat-
tern and instead don plumage described this
way by Cornell University:

"Upperparts gray to gray-brown.
Underparts and throat white. Irregular border
of dark and light along neck. Wedge of white
extending from throat to back of neck. White
crescents around eye. Bill silvery-gray with black upper edge.
Eyes dark."

As mentioned in the opening sentence, loons are pis-
civorous (fish eating). During their winter maritime residence,
they still need to eat. Research cited by the US Geological
Survey (USGS) lists winter foods as including flounder, rock
cod, menhaden, salmonids, sculpin, and crabs. I know from a
conversation Florida Power & Light biologist and loon expert
Bill Hanson has observed loons feeding on crabs along the
rockweed margin of our coastline. Other research referenced
again by the USGS has found that loons typically did not use
waters deeper than 60' or further than 60 miles from shore and
they tend to feed in the top 15' of water.

Though loons may look somewhat awkward taking off
and landing, they are strong flyers. The USGS reports that
loons in Minnesota and Wisconsin flew from 1,171 to 1,318
miles during migration. Satellite tracking has shown that one

loon traveled 572 miles over a 3-day period. These relatively
heavy birds can travel far and fast, if need be.

I say "if need be" because our Maine loons don't need
to travel thousands of miles. The proximity of quality summer
lake territories to wintering habitat makes Maine a "loony" state
all year long. To look at the migration patterns of loons from
Lake Umbagog, on the New Hampshire border, check out
http://www.loon.org/loon_migrations.swf.  This website graphi-
cally depicts the movements of several loons tracked with radio
transmitters. It shows that one the two tracked birds from
Umbagog winters in eastern Penobscot Bay while the other
resides near the Popham Beach area.

Loons are an old species and have, as a species, fig-
ured out life history strategies that work.
Wintering along the coast has definite
advantages, but it has some risk as well.
Oil spills are not the leading cause of
mortality for loons (for instance, Tufts
University, whose veterinary program has
studied loon deaths since 1987, esti-
mates that only 5% of juvenile loon die
from oil spills). Still, marine oil spills do
threaten loons in winter (and in summer,
for juveniles who stay on the coast). Phil
Mulville, a co-worker at the Maine Lakes
Conservancy Institute, previously worked
on coastal education in Massachusetts
and Rhode Island. In 2003, he assisted
with bird rescues after an oil spill in
Buzzard's Bay. He shares that he collect-

ed a number of common loons who were caught in the spill's
oil slick. Unlike the oil-caked shore birds such as dowitchers,
willets, and sanderlings, he could easily identify the loons,
even when they were covered in black oil. Unfortunately, only
a small minority of the birds survived the spill, which occurred
in April, before many lakes were open. 

This winter, if you're longing for loons, check our
coastal waters. Watching silent, drab loons floating offshore on
an icy afternoon may not be the same as listening to yodels on
a warm summer night, but seeing them is still exciting. Plus,
they're a reminder to all of those who don't prefer winter that
summer may be far off, but at least the loons are nearby, just
waiting for the ice to melt come spring.

Rex Turner is the Director of Education for the Maine Lakes
Conservancy Institute and resides in Augusta. E-mail: rturn-
er@mlci.org.

WHERE ARE THE LOONS NOW



Treated
Tuesday, April 22, 2008

Tested
Tuesday, April 29, 2008

Results okay for coli form/E-coli/ nitro-
gen

2008 Treatment / T esting Schedule

Testing
Tuesday, May 27th, 2008

Treatment
Tuesday, June 17th, 2008

Testing
Thursday, June 26th, 2008

Testing
Tuesday, July 29th, 2008

Treatment
Tuesday, August 19th, 2008

Testing
Tuesday, August 26th, 2008

Testing
Monday, September 29th, 2008

Treatment
Tuesday, October 21st, 2008

Testing:
Tuesday, October 28th, 2008

Testing
Tuesday, November 25th, 2008

Treatment
Tuesday, December 16th, 2008

Testing
Monday, December 22nd, 2008

Anticipated schedule - subject to
change without notice.

On

August 16th the Worthley Pond Association will again hold the annual foursome
scramble at the Oakdale Country Club. Prizes and a raffle will be awarded and
lunch will be provided. 

We are looking for volunteers to help out in all areas. The more the merrier! If
you can spare time we need you to call Tim Placey at 562-7840 and sign up
early and you can get the job you want. 1st come 1st served!

Sign up forms for golfers entering the outing will be out by mid June. If you do
not have a foursome come and join others that are there. 

Orville "Ace" Lind will be at the course taking candid shots with his "Hole In One
Digital camera he won at last year's outing.

Come meet your "Pond neighbors" and make new friends!!!!!!

2ND ANNUAL GOLF OUTING

2008 Worthley Pond S pring -
Treatment / T esting Schedule

June 28th- OPENING OF ASSOCIATION STORE 

June 28th - WELCO M E BACK SOCIAL - This event is for all  to gather after the
winter months. From 9-11am. stop by at Orville and Donna Lind's camp at   336
Greenwoods Road, who will again host this event. Come and enjoy a cup of cof-
fee and renew  acquaintances. The Lind’s camp is in northwest corner of pond.
Watch for signs.

July 12th - ANNUAL MEETING 
Starts at 10 AM at Rockemeka Hall in Peru Center across from town office. See
write up elsewhere in newsletter.

JULY 25-27- CHRISTMAS IN JULY
Three days to show off Christmas Decorations on camps and boats. Judging on
Saturday Night. Prizes to be awarded. Watch for updates in local newspapers
and web page.

JULY 26 -  YARD SALE AROUND THE POND
Held every two years and this year same weekend as Christmas in July. See
article elsewhere in newsletter

AUGUST 9 - ICE CREAM SOCIAL
At the Bus starting at 1 pm. Come early for lunch and have free ice cream.

August 16- 2nd ANNUAL GOLF OUTING 
Oakdale Country Club in Mexico. Entry forms available in June.

2008 DETAILS OF PLANNED ASSOCIATION EVENTS

Saturday July 26th is the date for our yard sale for interested persons. Time
will be 9 AM-4 PM. The association will advertise and promote the sale in local
newspapers and other publications. Participants will be responsible for putting
up their own signs or markers

This sale is held every other year to assist owners who want to sell no longer
used items. The association directors voted to move to this schedule to allow
more time for accumulating sale items and really make it a BIG sale. This year
it will be held as part of Christmas in July weekend so there should be plenty
of buyers at the pond. Good luck and enjoy selling and buying all those bar-
gains!!!!

AROUND THE POND YARD SALE



This year's event will be July 25 - 28th. This is the last week-
end in July.

GENERAL GUIDELINES:

1) All boats planning to be on water must have safety lights
on and in working order.

2) Please travel at head speed (slowly) counterclockwise
around pond.

3)  We hope to have a special light for the judge's boat that
will help recognize this boat from others. 

4)  We ask that decorated boats stay out until 10:00PM and
properties leave lights on until 10:30 PM.

JUDGING: (All Judging Sat. July 26th   RAIN OR SHINE)

1) Judging to start @8:30 PM for properties not seen from
water.

2)  All Boats wanting to be judged need to be present in front
of the Snowshoe Club Campground @ 9:00 PM

3) Judging of on-shore properties will start immediately after
boat judging.

NOTES: 
- Prizes will be delivered ASAP, hopefully Sunday. 
- WPA is needing to borrow  2 walkie talkies and mega-

phone for judges.
- We also badly need Party Boats to escort Judges.
- New Judges each year who have no connection with

Worthley Pond.

Please save this date to attend our annual meeting at
Rockemeka Hall across from the Peru Town Hall starting at
10AM. We will be having the usual business events; Secretary
and Treasurer's Report, review of the year by President and
officers and any Committee Reports. In addition we will ask for
your input as we update everyone on current issues and
answer questions. 

We will elect new officers. See the report of the nominating
committee elsewhere in this issue.

Last Fall officers voted to ask the members to have officers not
start at end of Annual Meeting but instead begin their new

terms in mid August (August 17 this year). This would be after
the conclusion of this season's association events but in time
for new officers to make plans for 2009. We will be asking to do
this on a trial basis and if it works, a change to the bylaws will
be in order in the future. If you have items you would like cov-
ered contact us at wpa@worthleypond.org or call President
Dave Clement at 562-4611. We also are looking for 3 people to
serve on next year's nomination committee which will be
appointed at the meeting. July 12th is the Saturday after the
July 4th weekend. 

See you there.

ANNUAL MEETING - JULY 12TH

Just a reminder to those of you with computer we
have a message board on the association web
page http://www .worthl eypond.org . Many have
used this to find lost items, to find camps to rent,
etc. It works and yours to use.  

PROCEDURES & RULES FOR CHRISTMAS IN
JULY 2008

WPA WEB SITE M ESSAGE BOARD



Voting day will be Tuesday, June 10th. If you are a resident
we need you to vote as there are many items to be voted on
pertaining to Worthley Pond. Next fiscal year's budget that
begins July 1st will be voted by referendum. There will be a
public hearing on the budget on Thursday, May 29th. In addi-
tion school budget, primaries for state legislative candidates
and Congress will be voted on. Voters will also be asked to
approve the revised Shoreland Zoning ordinance (see article
elsewhere in newsletter).

Lastly will be election of town officials. Two select person
positions are up for election to three year term. Corey
Jacques and Laurieann Milligan, current select persons, are
running unopposed for re-election. A new Road
Commissioner will be elected after two town meeting votes to
have this position become appointed. Running for Road
Commissioner are Maurice Brann, Daniel Noyes, and Joe
Roach. Bill Hussey is running unopposed for another term as
Fire Chief, a position he has held for many years

Just a reminder the town will send tax bill for fiscal year 2008-
2009 with taxes to be paid in two installments. First half will
be due August 1st and second bill will be January 30, 2009.

Lastly as part of the town budget referendum you will have a
chance to vote on two requests submitted by the Worthley
Pond Association. One is to help pay for annual water testing
and the second is to help pay for Courtesy Boat Inspections
at two boat launch locations.

The nominating committee has met and developed a slate of
officers for the 2008 Annual Meeting as follows:

President- Tim Placey
Vice President- Sheila Delamater
Secretary- Kathy Barrett 
Treasurer- Sherry Clement
Director- Ron Ashworth

Our by laws say the officers can only serve two years except
for the Treasurer. Directors can be re-elected. Tim Placey will
be a new officer and others are serving a second year. Ron
Ashworth has agreed to serve a second three year term as
one of the three directors.

Committee:

John Shea - Chairman
Betty Barrett- Member
Tim Placey - Member  

TOWN NEWS REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE

YIKES - Financial restraints of the Lake Environmental
Association caused us to receive less Grant Money this year
for the Courtesy Boat Inspection Program. We are fortunate
that we once again were awarded a grant and thank the Lakes
Environmental Association for their financial support. However,
we members need to know and realize that our Grant Money
was decreased by 25% this year !

Thus, we members, need to step closer to the pond (baseball
term?)  and pick up more of the inspection times with either our
volunteer time or pay an inspector with our dues money.  The
Association has also requested financial assistance from the
Town of Peru for this effort and will find out the results after their
referendum votes on the articles on June 10th.Those who are
residents; please vote for the passage of the two Association
sponsored articles.

This CBI program is vital to maintain the water quality in our
pond - we are all aware of the dangers so close by in Lake
Auburn, Shagg Pond, and so many other bodies of water. The
Association hopes to run the program from Memorial Day
to Labor Day 7 days a week. Operating hours would be 7-
10 am and 4-7 p.m  Friday - Sunday .  From 4-6 p.m.
Tuesday - Thursday . If you are able to cover any of these

hours or any other hours at the Outlet on the East Shore,
please contact the CBI Coordinator John Shea at 207 562-
8367, Dave Clement at 562-4611 or 474-3964 or e-mail us at
wpa@worthleypond.org.

We need to hear from you !

TOUGH TIMES FOR EVERYONE

PERU TOWN WEB SITE
The town of Peru now has a website (www.perumaine.net)
which was started up earlier this winter. It has a lot of current
information such as the upcoming voting and other interest-
ing information. For those of you with computers we suggest
you add this to your favorites and check it often. It is still
being built and suggestions are welcome at any time.



WPA STORE OF DREAMS

It has often been said: “Build it and they will come" - --- Items were purchased  that patrons of the Worthley Pond Association
Store asked for and we hope you will come to the Association Store in the Shea  garage on the Greenwoods Road every
Saturday staring June 28 from 10-noon or other times by calling 562-4611.

New clothing articles this year include nylon jackets in colors of navy, yellow, and
red, Zippered sweatshirts with NO hoods in gray, bucket hats, buttoned polo shirts
and   v neck polo shirts in gray, yellow, and white,  children and infants  t-shirts and
sweatshirts in green, blue, and yellow, and bibs!

We also have the tried and true over the head and zippered sweatshirts in gray and
white, adult t-shirts, baseball caps, men and women's style tank tops, and mesh
shorts!

Other new  items include taza green and brown coffee mugs, wooden ornaments,
magnets, book marks, key chains, signs and tote bags! 

We are sure we have something for everyone, even  the discriminate shopper !        

The revised Worthley Pond Shoreland
Zoning Ordinance has been approved by
the Department of Environmental
Protection and will be submitted for town
voter approval on June 10th at annual
town elections. 

This does meet the state mandate of
updating to be in compliance with the
revised model ordinance dated May 1,
2006. The town has to approve by July 1,
2008. But the revision only addresses
one of the changes the association was
advocating for. 

We were hoping they would consider
changing the town ordinance so it is not
more restrictive than the state's. They did

change the definition of a basement
height back to allow for 6 foot high ceil-
ings or more. However, we had asked
them to also look at allowing expansion
of that portion of a structure beyond 25
feet of the shoreline, not 50 feet as now
in the Peru ordinance, amended July 30,
2002. 

Lastly Peru ordinance counts any base-
ment area as floor area when calculating
maximum floor area on structures less
than 100 feet from the shoreline. The
state changed its position in the latest
revision and does not count basement
floor area in the calculation of maximum
floor area. The state feels that adding a
basement with proper drainage around it

is more environmentally sound since
water is not flowing under camps and
into the nearby pond.

Obviously we are disappointed in the
Planning Board not considering all these
changes. We will have more discussion
at our annual meeting on July 12th to
see how the association would like to
proceed.  

The town still has to make updates to the
zoning map by July 1, 2009 regarding
moderate and high value wetlands. If this
is not done the DEP may adopt a supple-
mental shoreland zoning map for the
town.

LATEST ON SHORELAND ZONING 

Inland Fish & Wildlife is still completing a very large project in the Brunswick area. Plans are to submit
revised Worthley Pond plan to DEP and town selectmen this summer. The revised plan includes moving the
ramp further back into the land so it will not be as obtrusive and moving the portable potty back from the
shoreline. Also with the plan will be sent answers to the several questions recorded at the town public hear-
ing held two years ago. Stay tuned and we will publicize when the revised plan and question/ answers are
received at the town office.

NEW BOAT RAMP PLANS



A reminder…… 

The WPA association will help you
with the cost of installing an
approved buffer zone on your prop-
erty to help prevent runoff entering
the pond. 

The Oxford County Soil
Conservation District will provide on
site technical advice and give you a
written plan or you can use a land-
scape professional who is trained in
such work. Currently the associa-
tion pays 50% of the cost up to
$300.00. 

BUFFER ZONE PROGRAM 

Those of us who stay in Maine saw a
"real old fashioned winter". Those who
left will hear stories about our 2008 win-
ter - believe them!! Not even Maine
humor can exaggerate this one!

Maine 
It's winter here in Maine
And the gentle breezes blow
Seventy miles an hour
At twenty five below.
Oh how I love ole Maine
When the snows up to your butt
You take a breath of winter and your
nose freezes shut.
Yes, the weather here is wonderful
So I guess I'll hang around 
I could never leave my Maine
Cause I'm frozen to the ground.

~ Author Unknown

MAINE WINTER

The best way of getting rid of mosquitoes
is LISTERINE, the original medicinal
type. The Dollar store type works too. I
was at a deck party awhile back, and the
bugs were having a ball biting everyone.
A man at the party sprayed the lawn and
deck floor with Listerine and the little
demons disappeared. The next year I
filled a 4-ounce spray bottle and used if
around my seat whenever I saw mosqui-
toes. And voila! That worked as well. It
worked at a picnic where we sprayed the
area around the food table, the children's
swing and the standing water nearby.
Pass it on!

OUR FRIEND'S COMMENTS: I tried this
on my deck and around all of my doors.
It works. In fact, it kills them instantly. I
bought my bottle from Target and it cost
me $1.89. It really does not take much,
and it is a big bottle, too; so it is not as
expensive to use as the can of bug spray
you buy that doesn't last 30 minutes.
Listerine will last a couple of days. Don't
spray directly on a wood door but spray
around the frame. Spray around the win-
dow frames and even inside the dog
house if you have one. Also can be used
to dab any bites you have and will stop
the itching quicker and go away faster. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: This was submitted by
Association Director Steve Gallant. 

LISTERINE FOR MOSQUITOS

Many persons use the Greenwoods
Road and East Shore Road to get exer-
cise by walking, riding and biking. In the
past we ask anyone using the road to
take a trash bag and pick up road litter.
Again we renew this request and ask
these persons to please take the time to
improve the beauty of these roads. This
year it is particularly important. For the
past several years the town of Peru was
able to obtain the services of inmates at
Oxford County Jail to clean all town
roads in the Spring. Not so this year!!

Budget cuts have left no funds to super-
vise the inmates so we need to get
busy early and be prepared to collect a
lot after the long winter. Recently in col-
lecting trash along East Shore Road it
was easy to fill a large trash bag plus
carry some large items. 

A suggestion is to take two bags and
put returnable beverage containers in
one, recycle, and then use the money
to buy lunch at THE BUS!!!

WORTHLEY WALKERS NEEDED



Starting January 1, 2008 there is a new state law discouraging
the use of lawn fertilizer containing phosphorus. Research has
shown that Maine lakes are suffering from too much phospho-
rus being washed in when it rains or snow melts. Maine soils
are rich in phosphorus already and don't need any more added
to sustain lawns. 

Rather than ban the sale of lawn fertilizers with phosphorus
Maine has chosen to educate users by requiring stores to post
signs explaining when it is appropriate to use fertilizers with
phosphorus.

The signs will tell us not to use such fertilizer unless a soil test

from a laboratory indicates phosphorus is needed for lawn turf;
or the fertilizer is to be used on a new lawn.

To determine if the fertilizer you are buying for use near
Worthley Pond contains phosphorus, check the bag and the
middle number on the fertilizer content should read zero (0).

SO STAY AWAY FROM USING FERTILIZERS WITH PHOS-
PHORUS AT WORTHLEY AND OTHER WATER BODIES!!

For more information about the dangers of phosphorus in
Worthley see the 2007 water quality report by our consultant,
Scott Williams elsewhere in this newsletter.

MAINE HAS NEW FERTILIZER LA W

Last year we outlined a fairly new pro-
gram started by the state Department
of Environmental Protection called
LAKESMART, an educational program
that teaches shore owners how to
reduce soil runoff into the pond. We
had several shoreland owners sign up
at last year's annual meeting. In a nut-
shell there is a workshop and Walk N'
Talk discussions to teach us the best
techniques. An evaluator then comes
and assists you in developing your own
plan looking at four areas-Road,
Driveway and Parking Areas, Structure
and Septic System, Lawn & Recreation
Area and Footpaths, and Shorefront &
Beach area. Ultimately when an owner
meets the criteria they receive a
plaque and signs for their property and
we will publicize their accomplishment
in local newspaper. 

One last point, this is not a DEP
enforcement tool and any violations
seen will not be reported. Education is
the best tool! 

We submitted our application last Fall
to DEP and have yet to hear if we will
be accepted this year and supported
with adequate resources such as train-
ers and evaluators. Only a few new
lake associations are accepted each
year. We should hear in late May or
early June. A change in personnel at
DEP has slowed the process. Watch
for news about this program on our
web site and in local papers. If we start
this year it will take some volunteer
time by association members to get the
program this work. 

Stay tuned and we will let you know
when LAKESMART is a go! 

LAKESMART PROGRAM

Jim Pellerin, Fish Biologist of the Inland
& Wildlife Service at Gray, reports the
plans for stocking fish on Worthley for
2008 are as follows:

900 Spring yearling Rainbow Trout (10-
12") stocked in April/May.

300 Fall Yearling Brook Trout (12-14")
stocked in October/November .

10 Adult Brook Trout (16-18") stocked in 
October/November.

400 Fall Yearling Brown Trout (12-24")
stocked in October/November.

Jim said same stocking will continue in
2009 and will likely continue unless com-
plaints and or evaluations suggest other-
wise. 

FISH STOCKING PLANS



On August 20, 2007 a baseline water
quality sampling event was conducted for
Worthley Pond, in order to assess pres-
ent conditions, and to compare the find-
ings to similar historical data for the pond.
It is important to recognize that lakes and
ponds often experience considerable
natural variability on a seasonal and
annual basis, and that a single baseline
event represents a "snapshot" of condi-
tions on the date of sampling. However,
baseline sampling conducted during the
late summer (mid-August through early
September) is generally considered to be
optimum time to obtain information about
the conditions in a lake during the peak of
biological activity in the lake basin. It is
during this period when many lakes and
ponds exhibit the greatest signs of stress.  

In addition to the data gathered on
September 20, a complete season of
water clarity (Secchi disk transparency)
data was collected by certified volunteer
monitor Bruce Eastman. This additional
information is very useful in interpreting
the baseline data. 

Baseline sampling was conducted at the
deepest known area in the lake basin,
referred to in historical reports as "Station
01".  Volunteer water clarity data were
also collected at this location, as well as
at Station 02, situated in the easterly
basin of the lake. Historical sampling of
Worthley Pond has shown that there is lit-
tle variation in conditions between the
two sampling stations. That is most prob-
ably due to the fact that no significant
restrictions to the circulation of lake water
exist between the two locations.

Water clarity is measured to estimate the
amount of plank tonic algae growing in
the lake. On August 20, water clarity
(Secchi transparency) measured 8.10
meters at Station 01. Readings taken by
Bruce Eastman ranged from a low of 5.7

meters on June 10, to a high reading of
7.1 meters for three monitoring visits to
the lake in August and September. The
average for all water clarity readings
taken in the period from May through
October was 6.9 meters for Station 01.
The historical average for this area of the
lake, from 1980 to present, is 6.7 meters.
Water clarity varies from year to year as
a result of a number of influences, includ-
ing human activity in the watershed and
the weather. In general, water clarity for
Worthley Pond appears to be relatively
stable at both Stations in the lake. The
average water clarity for Station 02 in
2007 was 7.0 meters, compared to the
historical average of 6.8 meters in this
region of the lake. 

Phosphorus is the nutrient that most
directly influences the growth of algae in
lakes and ponds. Total phosphorus (TP)
is measured to determine the amount of
this nutrient that is available to algae in
the water, and the amount that is "tied
up" in algal cells and other organic matter
in the water. An integrated water column
sample taken on August 20 measured 5
parts per billion (ppb). Similar historical
samples for Worthley Pond have con-
tained from 4-10 ppb TP. The historical
average for the lake is also 6 ppb.  

Phosphorus was also sampled from the
water just above the bottom of the deep-
est point in the lake, in order to determine
whether or not phosphorus was being
released from the bottom sediments to
the overlying water (a condition that may
occur when dissolved oxygen levels in
the water are very low). The bottom
"grab" sample measured 18 ppb. The
substantial increase in the phosphorus
concentration near the bottom of the lake
on August 20 may indicate that some
phosphorus is being released from the
sediments. Worthley Pond experiences
oxygen loss in the deepest area of the

lake during the late summer. However, a
relatively small area of the lake is suffi-
ciently deep for this phenomenon to
occur. Therefore, at this point in time, any
release of phosphorus is probably having
minimal adverse effects on the lake.
However, this phenomenon  should con-
tinue to be monitored in the future
because the low late summer dissolved
oxygen levels are a sensitive indicator of
change in lakes, often leading more obvi-
ous signs of change, such as lake water
clarity, by several years. 

Chlorophyll a (CHL) is a pigment found in
algal cells. A CHL sample taken on
September 20 measured 3.0 ppb. The
historical average for the lake is 3.1 ppb.
Sample results as high as 4.3 ppb have
been measured in the past (1997 and
2005). The 2007 CHL sample was very
close to the average for Worthley. The
excellent water clarity reading on the
same day, combined with a relatively low
TP sample, indicated generally low algal
productivity (and very good water quality)
for the lake. 

The amount of oxygen that is dissolved in
the water in the deepest point of the lake
during late summer is an important over-
all indicator of lake quality. Historically,
Worthley Pond has experienced moder-
ate oxygen loss near the bottom of the
deepest areas of both monitoring stations
during the months of July, August and
September. A temperature and dissolved
oxygen profile taken on September 20
showed depressed oxygen levels below
10 meters depth, and oxygen was deplet-
ed (less than 1.5 parts per million) from
13 meters depth to the bottom of the lake
at 15.4 meters. The oxygen profile was
similar to historical profiles for the lake.
This indicator of water quality should con-
tinue to be monitored whenever possible,
in order to document any changes that
may be taking place in the lake. The
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degree to which this phenomenon has
changed over time in Worthley Pond is
unclear because of the complexity of the
variables that influence the process.
However, conditions appear to be stable
during the past decade.

Additional water quality indicators meas-
ured on September 20, including back-
ground water color, pH, total alkalinity,
and specific conductance/conductivity,
were within the range of historical values
for the lake. The background color of the
water in August, 2007 was close to the
historical average for the lake. Water
color is influenced by the degree to which
natural humic acids are dissolved in the
water. Low concentrations of water color
generally cause water to appear to be
clearer. Water color varies somewhat
from year to year, depending on the
amount of precipitation that has
occurred. 

Overall, the water quality of Worthley
Pond continues to be good. No trends for
any of the indicators measured are
apparent. However, this may be due, in
part to limited data available for some
indicators. Late summer oxygen levels
continue to be low in Worthley, and while
this phenomenon does not appear to
pose a threat to water quality at this time,
any worsening of this condition could
seriously impact water quality, as well as
the health of the coldwater fishery. The
most effective strategy for protecting the
lake against additional oxygen loss is to
implement water quality conservation
practices in the watershed to minimize
the amount of phosphorus that flows into
the lake from areas that are developed.
This includes roads, residential lots, tim-
ber harvest areas, and any locations
where the natural forest cover has been
altered. Proposals for new development
in the watershed should always be
assessed for the potential of the project
to impact water quality, and specific con-
servation practices should be required to
protect Worthley Pond. 

To put into perspective the significance of
the 2007 water clarity findings, consider
that out of 404 Maine lakes that were
assessed last year, about 62% were
clearer than their historical averages and
about 30 % were less clear than their his-
torical averages. This represents a signif-
icant change from 2006, when substan-
tially fewer than half of Maine lakes

assessed were clearer than their histori-
cal average. The improvement in lakes
statewide resulted in a higher overall
water clarity average for Maine lakes,
increasing to 5.65 meters, the fourth
clearest year for Maine lakes since the
mid 1970's! 

Percentage of Maine Lakes that were clearer, less
clear, and the same as their Historical Average in
2007 (Source:Maine Volunteer Lake Monitoring

Program)

It is likely that the improvement in many
Maine lakes last summer was the result
of reduced precipitation during the winter,
spring and early summer, during which
snow and rainfall amounts were some-
what below average for Maine, even
though frequent spring and early summer
showers resulted in the perception that
precipitation was above average for the
period. Spring runoff from melting snow
and rain typically carries a high percent-
age of the annual phosphorus load to
lakes from their watersheds. 

Water clarity is one of three primary indi-
cators of the overall biological productivi-
ty of lake ecosystems, in addition to the
nutrient phosphorus (TP) and chlorophyll
a (CHL), a pigment that is used to meas-
ure the concentration of algae in lake
water. The three indicators, along with
dissolved oxygen, are considered to be
key measures of the water quality, and
overall health of Maine lakes. 

The chart below shows the extent to
which water clarity (Secchi transparency)
has varied for Maine lakes over time. The
chart shows the average water clarity for
all Maine lakes monitored in a given year.
Note that this average has, for most
years since this information has been
tracked, fallen between 5.0-5.5 meters.

Variation from one year to the next is
influenced by many factors, not the least
of which is weather. Maine lakes may be
clearer overall during relatively dry years
because storm water runoff from rainfall
carries phosphorus and other pollutants
from the watershed to the lake.

in 2007, Maine lakes as a whole were
significantly clearer, most probably due to
reduced precipitation during the winter,
spring and early summer months, when a
high percentage of watershed phospho-
rus loading typically occurs for lakes. 

Some of the "clearest" years have been
those during which drought has recently
occurred, such as 1985 and 2002 and
2003, which followed the severe
statewide drought of 2001. 

Each lake and pond responds in a unique
way to the influences of weather,
changes in land use in the watershed,
and other forces upon the ecosystem.
This is because of the wide range of
physical, chemical and biological charac-
teristics of each lake basin and its water-
shed. Most lakes and ponds experience
a moderate amount of natural annual
variability. 

Summary

Overall, the water quality of Worthley
Pond continues to be very good, and
above the average for Maine lakes. No
trends for any of the indicators measured
are apparent. However, this may be due,
in part to limited data available for some
indicators. Late summer oxygen levels
continue to be low in Worthley, and while
this phenomenon does not appear to
pose a threat to water quality at this time,
any worsening of this condition could
seriously impact water quality, as well as
the health of the coldwater fishery. The
most effective strategy for protecting the
lake against additional oxygen loss is to
implement water quality conservation
practices in the watershed to minimize
the amount of phosphorus that flows into
the lake from areas that are developed.
This includes roads, residential lots, tim-
ber harvest areas, and any locations
where the natural forest cover has been
altered. Proposals for new development
in the watershed should always be
assessed for the potential of the project
to impact water quality, and specific con-
servation practices should be required to
protect Worthley Pond.



Worthl ey Pond Assoc iati on Treasurers R eport

TREASURER'S REPORT - November 30,2007 - April 30, 2008

Checking Account Balance as of November 30, 2007 ............................$635.84
Savings Account as of  November 30, 2007 ............................................7354.99
TOTAL MONEY IN ACCOUNTS AS OF November 30, 2008 ........ $7990.83

Checking Account Balance as of April 30, 2008 ......................................3550.45
Savings Account as of April 30, 2008 ......................................................2062.52
TOTAL MONEY IN ACCOUNTS AS OF April 30, 2008 .................. $5612.97

INCOME: 

Association Dues ......................................................................$945.00
Interest Earned ................................................................................7.53

Total Income: ............................................................................$952.53

EXPENSES:  

Newsletter Postage ......................................................................188.36
Bulletin Board ..............................................................................550.00
Store Supplies ............................................................................2409.62
Maine Sales Tax ..........................................................................182.70

Total Expen ses ........................................................................$3330.68

We decreased our accounts by $2377.86 this last period.
Any questions please contact Sherry Clement at 562-4611.

Neighborly  Information

TOWN OFFICE HOURS: 
MON,TUES,THURS,FRI-8am- 5pm 
MON NIGHT-6pm-8pm
Tel: 562-4627
E-Mail:  townperu@roadrunner.com 
Boat Registration, Milfoil Stickers and
Car registration available at Town
Offices. 

TRASH,CARDBOARD NEWSPAPERS:
Northern Oxford Regional Waste &
Recycling Center - Route 2 Mexico

Mon-Fri- 8am-5pm
Sat. -8am-1pm
Permit stickers & etc at Town Offices.

Fishing licenses, Non-resident
Milfoil S tickers
BASS BOG BAIT & TACKLE
Tel: 562-8323
Near town office 

To contact Game Warden call State
Police @ 1-800-482-0730

ALL MOTORIZED BOATS REQUIRE
REGISTRATIONS AND NON-RESI-
DENTS NEED MILFOIL STICKER

Nearby rest aurant s & gas st ations:

Blaisdell's V ariety-gas &  t ake out 
West Peru- tel: 562-7331

Mrs. B’ s Store 
Groceries, Lunch Counter, Pizza,
Imported beers & wines
120 Main St. West Peru (just beyond
Post Office)

The Bus
Takeout menu & outside tables
Greenwoods Road near north shore of
Worthley pond.

My apologies to ANY Volunteer and Member who worked
so very hard for the good of the Worthley Pond
Association and was not properly acknowledged due to
my Human Qualities!

I realize that many people have joined and/or worked
behind the scenes and were not noted on the web page
or the Fall newsletter…a few of those I am aware of and
wish to thank at this point are George and Aliette Allen,

Richard Cormier and Kevin and Carol Dadzuk. 
If  there are others - please let me know through
wpa@worthley pond.org and I will make the corrections!

Thank you for your help in correcting any mistakes !

Sherry Clement

HUMAN DEVELOPMENT / ERROR



George & Aliette Allen
Ann & Mike Arsenault
Ron & Alice Ashworth
Joseph & Eileen Bielskis
Fran Bird
Marie Boudreau
Kevin J. Brady
Dr. Phil & Veronica Bretz
Frank & Kathy Briggs
Matthew & Nancy Brooks
Nick & Sue Brown
Sean & Linda Cameron
Pat & Andrea Carey
Dave & Sherry Clement
Richard Cormier
Eileen & Edward Cunningham
Kevin & Carol Dauzuk
Charlie & Roberta Day

Jim & Ann Denholm
Karl Covert & Nina Turcato
Delphia Eastman & Rebecca McDonald
Bernie & Judy Elfring
David & Lisa Ellis
Kenneth & Janet Fysh
Bill & Sharon Gates
Kerry  & Pam Gill
Brenda Hallion
Earle & Leila Hanmer
Janet Hooley
Joanne Kozlowski - John Paradis
Wayne Landry
Geary & Debby LaPerle
Jeff Lennox
Edward & Pat Leslie
Orville & Donna Lind
Gerald & Verna Marchisio

Patricia McCluskey
Milligan Family Trust
Steve & Dawn Nash
Warren & Jacqueline Oldham
William Poirier
Kim Redmond
Judith Richardson
James & Naomi Robertson
Bob & Jean Spencer
Sharon & Richard Stoutzenberger
Charles & Claudia Sullivan
Elaina M. Lucy-Thomas
Dan & Barbara Tremper
Jim & Brenda Whytock
Reggie & Pat Wing
Dan & Pam Wintle
Elizabeth Wooley

Worthley Pond Associ at ion 2008 Me mber Li st as of 4/30/08



Dr. Linwood Rowe died peacefully on
December 27, 2007 after a brief illness. 

Dr. Rowe is one of the core people who
helped revise our association in 1991.
He was gung-ho on making the associa-
tion a success. He was the association's
first Treasurer and served as a director
and member of many committees. He
was a strong advocate in preserving the
pond water quality. 

Once the association s tore started he
would store all the supplies in his garage
in the winter and continue to sell items on
a demand basis during the winter
months. 

He maintained an interest in the Worthley

Pond Association and offered his help
and advice right up until his death.

He returned to Rumford after release
from the Army having served in the
Medical Corp in the Philippines and
worked with his father, Dr. William Rowe
as one of the respected medical practi-
tioners in the community. In 1961 he
withdrew from practice after delivering
1500 babies and left to do a Radiology
residency in Portland. He returned to
Rumford in 1964 to become head of the
radiology department at Rumford
Community Hospital for the next 20
years. 

After his retirement he moved to
Worthley Pond to spend time gardening,

sailing and puttering. He was often seen
taking his daily walk along the roads near
the pond. 

He will be missed by family and all his
Worthley Pond friends and remembered
for his many kind deeds.  

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

We are fortunate to have Pam Wintle as webmaster and formatting
and organizing our newsletter twice a year. She volunteers her time.
She is quick to add changes to the web page keeping everyone up to
date. She is what makes communicating with membership easy.

Website & Newsletter created & designed
by

PRW Web Design
Londonderry, NH 
603.437.8098 
pam@prwwebdesign.com

WORTHLEY POND WILL MISS DR. ROWE

A Note from Christine Oldham, owner of the Bus. Christine
plans to open for the summer on Thursday May 22nd,   just
in time for Memorial Weekend. They will also have a new
item this summer, Maple Syrup Sundaes. 

The Oldham’s made their own syrup this winter! Once
again this summer on Saturday August 9th, Christine will
host the Association Ice Cream Social. Come and have
lunch and then enjoy a free ice cream cone. It's a rain or
shine event but your association officers have scheduled
sun. Association Directors Reverends Ron Ashworth and
Orville Lind are our weather committee! 

We are looking for one to three persons to work
inspecting boats this summer primarily at the outlet
boat launch and occasionally filling in at the
Snowshoe Club landing. 

We are looking for persons (adults or students) want-
ing to earn extra money. The pay is $8/hr. Work will
be primarily on weekends. We are looking for one
person who wants to do all the shifts- probably 12-15
hours weekly or a team approach of 2-3 persons who
will be responsible for scheduling themselves. If you
are interested call Sherry or Dave Clement at 562-
4611. 

BUS TO HAVE MAPLE SYRUP SUNDAES COURTESY BOAT INSPECTION 
PAID POSITION(S)



Please send membership dues to: Treasurer , Worthley Pond Associ a tion
P.O. Box #230
Peru, Maine 04290

Please update information, join our association and mail to the above address.

NAME: ____________________________________________________

Permanent Address: ________________________________________

If Different; June to September MAILING Address: ______________

Peru 911 Street Address: ____________________________________

Home Telephone Number: ____________________________________

Camp phone Number: ________________________________________

E-mail address: ________________________________________________

I would like to receive the newsletter on-line:  q
I would like to volunteer to help the association: q

Check off desired membership:
Payable by Cash or checks payable to WPA. q Individual $10.00

q Family   $15.00
q Supporting $25.00
q Commodore $50.00
q Other* $__________

*Any amount over $50, please enter above.

Thank you for your Support.



Worthley Pond Association
P.O. Box  #230
Peru, Maine 04290
www.worthleypond.org

P l a c e
St a m p
H e r e

To:


